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All Forest Township Planning Commission meetings, meetings of the Forest Township Board of 
Supervisors, Forest Township annual meetings, and informational meetings are public meetings. 
Only Forest Township residents may vote. 
 
10 March 2026  At the Forest Township annual meeting a motion was passed by 

those attending to establish a committee to work on regulations for 
wake boats on Bad Medicine Lake. There were 21 township 
officers and visitors present. 17 voted for the motion and 4 against. 

 
14 April 2026   At the Forest Township Board of Supervisors meeting the 

Supervisors voted to adopt the motion made at the annual meeting. 
The established Forest Township Planning Commission is to 
investigate the situation and organize, but not to ban wake boats. 

 
5 May 2026   The Planning Commission met and decided to create a survey to 

determine the need and desire for wake boating regulation. 
 
12 May 2026   The Board of Supervisors voted to approve funds to complete and 

mail the survey. 
 
1 June 2026   The Planning Commission met and decided to send the survey and 

covering lettter to all landowners in Forest Township. The surveys 
were to be anonymously numbered so that only one survey should 
be received from each property. The surveys were to be mailed by 
June 15, with a requested return date of July 15. 

 
20 July 2026   The Planning Commission met and opened the surveys that had 

been received. 223 surveys had been sent out on June 14 and 130 
were received by July 20. The return rate was 58%. An initial 
review and tabulation of the surveys was done. 125 of the surveys 
received answered Question 7 which asked if there was support for 
regulations concerning the use of wake boats. 94 of the surveys 
responded yes and 31 responded no. This represented 75% in favor 
of regulation and 25% against regulation of wake boats. 

 
3 August 2026  The Planning Commission met and completed review and tabulation of the 

surveys. The Commission decided to send the Board of 
Supervisors their review and tabulation of the surveys. The 
Commission recommended that the results be posted on the 
township website when approved by the Board of Supervisors. 

 
10 August 2026  Scheduled Board of Supervisors meeting. Survey tabulation and 

compiled results on the agenda to be considered and possibly 
accepted. There will likely be discussion of how to move forward 
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regarding regulation of wake boats in Forest Township. 
 
5 September 2026   Informational public meeting to present the wake boat survey 

results, proposed dateline and procedure to prepare input on 
possible regulations, and to seek additional input regarding how to 
move forward. 

 
As Necessary   Becker County Board of Commissioners and MN Department of 

Natural Resources to be consulted as needed and informed of 
Wake Boat Survey results and other information. 

 
Subsequent scheduled Board of Supervisors meetings normally on the second Tuesday of each 
month with possible agenda openings to consider progress on potential regulations for wake 
boats in Forest Township. 
 
9 March 2027   Normally scheduled Annual Meeting of Forest Township. Possible 

agenda opportunity to consider progress on potential regulations 
for wake boats in Forest Township. 

 
29 May 2027   Anticipated public meeting to present proposed regulation plans 

for wake boats in Forest Township. 
 
Date to be Determined Proposed regulations need to be finalized by the Forest Township 

Board of Supervisors before submission to the MN DNR 
Commissioner. 

 
Date to be Determined 86B.205 WATER SURFACE USE ORDINANCE is subject to the 

authority of the MN DNR Commissioner. A proposed surface use 
zoning ordinance must be submitted to the commissioner for 
review and approval before adoption. The commissioner must 
approve or disapprove the proposed ordinance within 120 days 
after receiving it. If the commissioner disapproves the proposed 
ordinance, the commissioner must return it to the local 
governmental unit with a written statement of the reasons for 
disapproval. Becker County also has some jurisdiction. 

 
SURVEY RESULTS 

 
Planning Commission Survey Results 
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